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WEBHDal 0F A SOLE

Certainly I should never have allowed myself the lux-
ury of hcwe. As Hubert Humphrey said after it was o-
ver, a mii can't win if he doesn't canmpaign. I should
0% have been hurt, and certainly I shouldn't have heen surprised
a2t all, when I heard the results last night, And I have no

rignt whatsoever tc blame a man for not taking a third trip in
that ra%-race.

I told myself all that last night while I was wiping my
eves and hliowing my nose, I've vbeen telling myself *the sore
thing this morning. Also, I've been telling myself, ry pariy
has a stirong candidate, and so far as I know an able crne. I
realiy shouidn*t have enything to complain about with Kercnedy

it che Yhite licusea

But I still think Stevenson wonld be better,

Watching the convention, especially watching the demon-
gtrations, anl consicdering the nominating and seconding speeches,
it was easy %o think that Stevenson had a chance , Senator Hu-
gene IicCarthy gave the most moving nomination, especially since
it was completely ad-1lib, The demonstration was the lougest
and oy far the noisiest, ZEleanor Rcosevelt's seconding speech
got the most ccmplete attention --- the hall was guiet for tne
firgt time in three days. But the impressive sincerity of the
whole buciness was a symptom of its wealness. A crowd of vol-
unteers in ths lobby sticking 1956 Stevenson posters over dis-
carded Xemmedy signs demonstrates a pure heart but only the
strengthr of one-tenuth, not the other way around.

And vet I'm pgoing to keep the vin shaved like a shoe-sole.
Itve worn it for four years now, and I wouldn't like to discard
it, It isn't completely meaningless, Besides, some day 1 might
want to say "I told you so."

TAME FOEGS AMND WILD PRODUCERS

Avproaching the tunnel through the hills between Orinds
and Berkeley, the highway twists upward through a canyon., The
clouds that frequently settle on the ridge had come lower that
night last weelr, and rolled down the slowes toward me as 1
drove, 1 stole glances out the open window, watching puffs of
cloud scud past. Then the stars were blotted away and 1 was
in the midst of it: so0lid whiteneds across the road, full cf



the wheeling cones ¢7f headl:.ghts, T aslowed -~~~ down *tn *he
greed Ximit that is seldom obhserved on that rnad --- and kept
17 eyes nof the centerline while the fog witipped past in mom-

gntnry reitiings, Thien I was in. the tunnel and when 1 came
~uy on the Berkeler side there was only a thin mist. Dowa on
ton Jevel grourd, 1ve nizhtrwas merely overcast. But the fog
& be weiting foT w2, vp there, when I went home, I knew
=0 el 2 1L RS WMy e e

Bela iagosi died, I think it began then, I 2on't know oy
L Com¥s even exercise volitien in it. Invarianiy, I notice

i mt there is fog, and later remlive whirs It used o
acaule 1 was writiag or thinking of Bela lugosi, or of

22, How ofter have I looked up from a reifraciory minu-
17t \I never succeeded in writing that stoxy) end azen the
o7 rress against the window! I was obsessec for a timeyj the
az=icw of Ingosi pessed and repassed in my dreams; I would
vand the following day writing again, and look out again at
Le Iog, The obsession is nearly goue; I seldom think of that
nee noct ouite like any other. But I have not yet forgotten
ent ihe vower remaing,
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I hadn’t been thinking about Lugosi on the night when I
drove trnrough the fciz, But I'm gure the fog was mine ., « «
for I'was going to Tony Boucher'!s house to see the television
rroduetion ¢f Conjfure Wife.

Unlike the movie version (Weird Woman), it was excellent,
It had a good cast and the script was faithful to the stery in
spite of unavoidable changes. <The total effect was very nmich
the same a8 that of the book., Where it was changed, it was be-
cause of television limitatiohs: for instance, all sceunes not
in Professor Saylor's office or home were dropped, and the re-
maining scenes were rewritten to include as nmuch of the ozher
material as possible, It was necessary to cut out the section
in which Tansy Saylor was driven to drown herself and her soulw
less body returned to revover the stolen soul., This was probe
atly for three reasons --- the extira sets required, the diffi--
culty of exvlanation, and the time, The show ran ouly an hour,
and I doubt if a full-length movie eould have done it adequatic-
lv. One bit was addéd, with great successi in order to get
the mathematical analysis-of spells to prevent death, with a
time limit of seven hours, Saylor has the equations he's de-
rived put through an electronie brain'on the pretext that it's
a. hyper-secret defense project, Also, ocuite irrelevant to the
production itgelf, I was tickled to seec Conjure Vife oroduced
by a cosmetics manufacturer,

Wit any luck, the lioment of IFear series will be an out-
standing one, Their next story (tonight, I must watch it) is
by William Irish,

HJow, about Weird Woman. That mirbhegolien monstrosity was
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perpetrated by Universal, Lon Chaney starred in it, and 1

can't think of a single kind thing to say about it, The worst
bit, though is not that they made a hash of a fine story, hut
that they demanded all rights, Iritz did keep book rights,

but television was one of the rights included in the movie sale,
I think it's disgusting that Universal was paid for the TV

show of last week, and aot ¥Fritz, I don't suppose anything

car. be done about it,

MAILING C© OMMENTS

nretty-damequick; the degdline is
far closer than I like it tn be:
today is Friday, July 29,

Here we go, then:

EGO BEAST Atts Ed Cox - To glightly beat

an egg, put in a screw-top jar
~r ovaltine-shaker, and shake the bejeepers out
of it, That isy until it has a uniform color and texture,

A FANZINE FOR DBradley - Thankee, ma'am, I feel all egoboosted,
KARFN AMNDERSON But I wonder what you recall as "green-gold

tichts"? Are you confused by the greengblue
changeable skirt? // Yes, you've got the difference between
tights and leotards corrdct., // Opera singers can't help being
ehaped that way:; lungs, diaphragm, and abdominal muscles are
on the verge of hypertrophy.

HELREII'GC FalNTASIA Wesson - Re masks: I saw the movie of a pro-

duction of Oedipus Rex, done with mansks; they
had a really surprising play of expression. // Tell us, please,
about this "Dojoji" --- I take it that it's more-or-less what 1
saw the visiting Kabuki troupe do as "lusume Dojoji," but the
kabuki version has next-to-no plot. // 1've read and enjoyed
that collection by Edogawa Rampo.

ASCENT OF NEXT Ashworth - Re ropes, reminds me of how the Po-
TO HOTHING tomac (Washington DG area) Appalachian Trail
Club (the Trail is a thousand-mile foot reute from hiaine to
Georgia) Mountaineering Section - are we all together, now? -
used to test rowes, They liked nylon for its strength and
lightuess, but the damn stuff stretches. They had a concrete
weigit that had some humanoid name, and to test a new rope they
would tie it to Charlie or Ozzie or whatever its name was, get
the lot up into a tree to a measured keight, shove Ozzie over-

bonaxl and see if the rope stretched enough to let him pash inta
the proviinl ' Ta Roadid A et Lhe pamn ax Radh Colart, 0t Lhe
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atovr ahopt Gclert the faithful dog?,// If you fall like the
gElike 1054 ot h2asen, are you strained?

CLRZCHN'S BANE There's a fiewtourrnt in the Laurentiand --- Boyd

Inebuyn, what's the right name of that parl? F--
vhizh reqfiires its ratrons to wear jackets, but they've got a
clometfull to lend you, // Pepe le lioko was the herc oi at least
izee moies, The first twou were called "Algeirs," and the o~
riginal I'rench one starred Jean Gabin (mmmm), "Algedz" II was
imerican made and had Charles Boyer (Come wis me to ze Casban),
“hird version, also American, entitled "Pepe le Moko."

CATCE TRAP Bradley - "Excerpt" with a C (from ex-cerptus, picked
out). // I have a pretty big shading plate; al30 I

prooebly moved it a number of times doing the spirzl nebulia,

// 1'm 27. // Tish and chips: the "chips" are more what we call

french fries, and the dish isn't genuine unless it's wrapped in

newspaper, // I like that word "Busbybodies."

VRAITH 3Ballard « I'11 sgree that a tad @is under 5 and a lad is

over 10, but may run as high as 18-20 depending on the
ace of the speaker, But what's a boy between 5 amd 10? // If
yeu ever saw !Miri you wouldn't think she was anybody’s 154 year
cld twin brother,

VAIDY Cpulsons - I was brought up to believe that guns are loe‘,.

ed; 'and the house was full of them, I suppose now that
they weren't, but as & child I firmly believed it, and the idea
#s still there when I handle any gun. // "Tularemia" j'adore, in
spite of my usual dislike for that kind of punning.

REJECTED CANON o Mmmm, it's lovely

(&TARGET:PAPA) Eney - Killing in selfadefense isn't thought of
‘as murder; this ¢an be applied.to the soldier

fighting in wartime,

BLFEN Srennsll - That oover is the ultimate scuirrel joke. //

When I lived there, it was pronounced more like Loujlv'l},
The s represents a schwa, The name that bugs me, tho, is Vieyo
(Vallejo§ which ought to be Va-yaysho. // The new cardboard
apple-cases are nice for most things, but no damn good for
boskshelves,

FHLOTSAL Economou - The Shalimar or, I believe, Gardeas of Sha-
limar, is/are a park including lakes or canals, as I

recall, Located in Keslmir., The only source I caun think of

jsn't available to me at the moment: Halliburton's Reyal Poad

o Romancea

"The Big Three" Boggs - llonumental,

RAVRTING RAP Calidns - Come, nawjy Bowriney?sy boad was uamed
"Hop Riteung"
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by Poul Anderson

Where @Zre Sound runs between Denmark and Sweden, and you
atand on one shore to see the other rising across a narrow strait,
lies Helsinggr, which Englishespeaking peoples know as Elsinore,
It i3z an old and lovely town, well worth a visit for its charm
and its beer, and while there you must surely walk througl the
castle which dominates ity This im not the gloomy Gothie pile
of Olivier, hut a copper-spired Renaissance palace, light and
airy, named Kronborg, Traditien says that Holger the Dane sleecps
beneath it, to wake in the hour of hias eountry's need; and here
Shakesveare lorated his tragedy nf Hamlet, the high point in
the career of a master of language whose like will not be seen
againe.

The Danes are a friendly peonle, always willing to oblige,
Dowr. in the dungeons nf Kronborg they have erected a statue of
slumbrous Holger; up above, the play Hamlet is given annually,
and the prince's tomb has been built,

But once, cycling through the great moors of Jutland, 1
saw a small sipgn pointing down a narrow road to lamlet's grave,
There are, in fact, three or four traditional sites on the nen-
insula, mostly ancient barrows from pre-Christian times. Ham-
let was not a polished gentleman from the green island to the
gast; he was a Jute in the wildest and bloodiest days of North-
ern heathendon,

Shakespeare wrote his tragedy about 1601, tasing it on a
story in the French of Belleforest; some scholars consider his
ma.sterpiece a rewrite of an earlier and much inferior play ty
someone else, He was never one to worry about anachronisns:
clocks strike in Julius Caesar and cannon roar in Ling Jolul.

His Hamlet is a cultured man of the Renaisgssance, who has studied
abroad, read and traveled widely, a man capable on the zame day
of criticizing theatrical technigque and fighting a duel, He

is not exactly the I'reud-ridden dreamer some would have him ---
he disposes of one eneuy after another with neatness and dis-
patch; but surely thought inhibits him, he must be certain of
justice before he can act,

It is interesting to look at his prototyne, the original
Hamlet,

This man is found in the Gesta Danorwm of Baxo Grqmmat@cus
{an, 1180-3206), a monk at the court of Valdemar the Victorious,
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who set dovn in a lively if of-
ten Imcetty Latin the chronicies
et his pneonle, There i3 Lithl:
print in cdating his account of
Lrletn, LRerc are U000 NALY &nde
chronisms; onz might guess alout
the fifth ceniury, but could
easily bhe wrong, \e mow only
that it tock place in a rurliy
past age, when Ocdin and Thox
were s8till abroad on earth and
the Danes a barbarous racea.
Bt the yarn is a good swift-
paced one, and it's a shome
tiiat I can give oniy a rasume
here,

Hroérek, King of Denmark,
had his seat at Leidra on fjaele
lend, and Tassel kings elsevhere,

The subject »uler 4n Jutland was (o .Tsnlal; he p"obaolv lived

near. Jelling; in a country of rolling hills and Thisk wocds

¥li»n he died, the kingdoi2 was h=ndaed jointly Lo his sons, uur-
veudel aund i'ange,

Horvendel was a brisk vikingzg, who slew the King of Norway
in gingle combat and eventualiy won Hrorek's daughter Geruth
to wits, Wil her ha begot Amleth, who apparently grew Lo young
nmaniocd undisturned, But then Fenpge murdered Hoxrvendel, on pre-
tense that his brother had barmed and threatere d Geruth, and
moriied the woman himself, (This was not considered incest in
pigen Bines,) Amleth, having claim to the throne, would nave
bern rext in line for a lmife between the ribs, but saved hime
gell ty feigning maduesg: let himself become fililyr, acted
strangely, and gave avparently senseless replies o all questions,

Fenge was not sure if this was faked or not, and decided
to test nim. He put a beautifuvl girl out in the forest and - -vade
h“s rzn bricg Amleth to her, ou fthe natural assumption that no™.

ne mwan couaid Fail to teke aannTa@P of the opportunity.

Jz:nﬂd Ly a ioster-brother, *“he prince managed to shake the king!
cheizrvers, lead the girl elsewhere, and enjoy himself in secret,
He Desged her tot to Lohray hvime. and this she agreed to, being
an oid syweelheart of his, Thi3 nameless wonan is perhaps tue
first Opnelia,

Sti1l Fenge was uncertain, lle made a pretence of going on
a Jonruey but set a spy in Gsruth's chamber, feeling sure tha?s
Amletn wonld reveal himself to hisg own mother, Amnleth did i
¢eed go to her, ovut Tirst jumpved about crcwing like a CcCLk,
While so bowneing on the bed, he felt the spy beneath it, stabbed
him through the 110k, ent him np and cooked him, and fed him



to the swine, Thus hardily was Polenius first treated! There-
~fter he reproached h's mother (Saxo's words are nnt unlike
Shakespeare's) and won her repentance and promise to help him,

Returning and unable to find his spy, Fenge was reasonably
convinced of Amleth's insanity, but 3till wished to get rid of
him, He dared not murder the prince himself, for fear of
Grandfather Hrorek, but hit on another scheme, Amleth was sent
to the King of Britannia with two companions, bearing letters
asking that he, the prince, be killed, bSuspecting as ruch, Am-
leth secretly read the letters and changed them: they now rea
quested the execution of his companions, Fenge's men, and that
Amleth himself should be wedded to the king's daughter,

At the British court, Amleth was clever enough to reveal
to the king how wise he was, without betraying his sanity to
his companions, These were duly hanged, and the prince got the
princess,

He came back, still pretending lunacy, and a feast wss held,
Cleaning his nails with his gward, he acted so clumsily that
he cut himself, and the king's men nailed the sword in the scab-
bard, VWhen everyone was dead drunk, Amleth, with Geruth's help,
set fire to the hally; then he sought Fenge, whon was aszleep,
changed swords, woke the king, and challenged him, ¥Fenge gould
not draw the sword nailed in place, and Amleth killed him,

The prince hid himself next morning ta listen how his peo~
ple weuld react to the burning of the hall, It sounded favor-
able, 80 he stood forth and addressed them (Saxo puts. a long
apeech in his meuth,), and they hailed him king.

With his affairs in order, he had a great shield made on
which his exploits were depicted, then sailed to Britammia tn

visit his wife and father-in-law, 3But the latter was a fonterw
brother of I'enge; they had aworn to avenge each other's death,

Dissimulating, the British king asked amlsth to go to Scotland
and court Qusen Hermintyrude ot his behal? --- he knew her chas-
tity was ~f the hlopdthirgty sort which let o muitor rerturmn
alis,




fmleth, thourh not unawere of the king's intentions; agreel

and les a party u_», They were sleeping not far from ¥oYe
miatycde’ s, castle When ' a ayy of hers came andl gtole Swlath®e
apd his lettcrs frowm ihe king. The gusen, seeing fron
1he shield what maneer of man this wan, crdered the spy to re-
Tumn the things; Anletin, who was awaks by then vt pratending
=2, caniuved hia. Thersefter the Danes proceeded w0 tie :
C Le, vhsze Hermdntruds made them welcome end oifered her own
i Loremin t0 Anlein. e accapted the bioamy cheerfully.
R"iding back ts Britannia with 2 folw-
lowing, they met his firzt wife, ©he was - ° '
s ln Zove with him aad warned that gl | :
hes ratier was planuing to batray him, ‘

Ui entered the castle anvhew, with |
oL UEie2aTh nis clothas --- it savzd his ]
Ji.e when the ¥king suddenly stabbed hima, ;
nt} bz 2gscaped vack tn Herminirude and -,
nls m2u, rrou-there he sect ine capiured
Sgohtiinn spy to tell the kiap how m=tters
atu0l «-~ Hermintrude had s%tolen the let- - i
¥2t3 hersels and done her owvm courting, //

5 it was all her fault] : //,

The somewhat ungallant expedient Ak
did not worik, The British king pursued i 3 // “
with a gresc army, and many of Amleth's
men fell 1w tatile. After dark, though, i P
he set the bodies up agzin, 30 that at L / /
devn tha British thought he had gotten AN (
reinfercsuents and fled. Thereafter Am- {f |
leth retucned safely to Jutland wizh hoth I
his wives. i

: //_/Qi‘?
Meanwhile Hrdrek had died and his \\\~¢/// o S5

gan Vigleth was now over-king in Denmark,

This was a hard-boiled sori, "who in Ame

leth's absence had held an ungoecdly house

with his mother and taken all her royal

treasures, on the excuse that her son,., by

setting himself on the Jutish throne, had

infringed the rights of the Leidra king,

who almne could give and take the kingly title in Denmezk," Am-
leth returned a sof't answer, paid Vigleth the best share of his
booty from the west, and bided his time.

Presently he saw his chance to ievolt, and drove Vigleth
from the realm., But the king raiseé an army and came back, -
challenging Amleth to do battle, It must have been am overs
whelming force, for the Jute knew he would die if he met itam=



yet, death before dishonor, however inconsistent it might neem
with all he had done erenov,

He wished to male provision for his bveloved Hermintrude,
and looked about after a good hushand for her, even before he

went to war. But she refused this, swearing she would rather
die with him then live without him,

So Amleth met Vigleth in Jutland, and was slain; Hermintrude
at once let herself be captured and went to bed with tThe wiunner,

which givéds Saxo a chanece for one of the iittle sermons he 1is
so fond of,

And here ends the saga of asmleth Horvendelsson «-- a raw

and bloody tale with 1little chivalry, but more than a ghost of
trat work which all the world loves,
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JACH OF EAbLES

Some say the deck they use is stacke’:
We'll cut the cards hefore they deal,
A knave's their ace; our ace, a Jack;

Riddle, riddle, who can tell?
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AeCIOR UGH

And now like Omar, Saki too, alas

To pour star-sparkling wiunes no more shall rassg

Bui fhongh we drink them all, we still shall itn

In all their rmmber, not one emply glass,



CETETEAIS Evans - Clayion Rawson's magician-detective waz The
Greoat Merlini., T remember the novel ycu‘re thinking
of, but there wa3 never any reoal supernciural cr megic in hig
~»lz2c, There was cas very rice shori-story ;hV07vl a what
*52 to be milges ET's with digintegrators and ficianoriation
oh turned out o e one of the rmost ingenious ana interesting
T.kza-lcckzl~rocm stoxries I've read, Rawscn himself, by the way,
2 £o0d meFician.,
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CTCPET IMTIHOS Paxlier - Itve already got my animal identity; I'm
a2 batse // When the Gibsons and the Grahams were

d:1v ‘ng down to the Solacon, Honey kept pestedbing Lcbbie to tell

per what ny costume would be, Ifd kept it a secret but Reibhie

o cewe in without warning when the whole thing was szreeld cut

tie floor, Robbie kept telling Honey that I was geoling an

on ¢ld bat, and this infuriated Honey. Little did she knews

a while after tha Solacon, Astrid was calling me a Tcun

et yect

l,{—

o bl
l}‘?
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KTZIN BOTTLE Att, Miri - You've got your animzl identity, too,
as a turtle. Anybody else?

LIMBO Att: Bill Donsho - Isn't "High Wind in Jamaica" just a
short version of The Innoment Vovage?

AND THERE IT WENT, the 91at TFapa lailing. Now to fill out with
sorne Ro,slerlzlng, and I can think about when 1'll have time
to mimeo and mzil this,
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